Abstract
Materials are important in the pursuit of virtually every human endeavor. Advances in materials are applied not only in advanced technological systems such as spacecraft, jet engines, computers, and telecommunications but also in a world of familiar applications, from automobiles to floor coverings to fishing rods. Materials are an enabling technology—that is, each improvement in materials increases the possibility for advances in other fields of technology. Based on a synthesis of a 3-day workshop that featured presentations by National Materials Advisory Board members and case studies by invited representatives from four materials suppliers, this report addresses the factors that impede the transition of new materials from concept into commercial use. It suggests action-oriented strategies that government and industry, together with universities, can take to remove these impediments.rnational Standard Book Number 0-309-04734-X
